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ARTICLE I:  NAME

This league shall bear the name Northern Valley Youth Soccer League.

ARTICLE II:  OBJECTIVES

The objectives of this league are to provide a forum for competition between instruction level teams from member soccer organizations, and to promote, foster and perpetuate the game of soccer on the youth level in accordance with the highest standards of good sportsmanship and fair play.  Further more, this league shall not conduct business or be operated for profit in accordance with Internal Revenue Code Section 501(c)(3).
ARTICLE III:  AFFILIATION

The Northern Valley Youth Soccer League shall be affiliated with the Eastern Pennsylvania Youth Soccer Association (EPYSA) and its parent organizations.

ARTICLE IV:  LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP

A.  ELIGIBILITY

League membership shall be limited to EPYSA affiliated soccer instructional teams meeting the age groupings specified herein.  The number of member organizations and teams will be limited by field availability, number of referees or other extenuating factors as determined by the Board of Commissioners.

B.  DUES

There shall be a seasonal membership fee for each team to be set by the Board of Commissioners and shall be determined considering the number of member teams, referees, expenses, and other costs.

C.  BOND

Each organization shall maintain a $250 bond.  This bond will primarily cover unpaid referee fees (see Article XVI, Section F) and secondarily cover fines imposed for failure to attend monthly meetings (see Article XV, Section A).  The league will notify each organization of any charges against this bond.  Organizations must immediately restore their bond to its $250 level when the bond is exhausted during a season the club has teams ‘in-play’ or prior to the beginning of the next season if the bond is reduced during a season the club does not have teams ‘in-play’.  Failure to comply with the requirement to replenish the league bond could result in the suspension of a club’s playing privileges. 
D.   TERMS  

Term of membership seasons shall be from July 1 to December 31 and be designated as the Fall season and January 1 to June 30 and be designated as the Spring season.

ARTICLE V:  BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

A. MEMBERSHIP

The Board of Commissioners shall be comprised of individuals from each member soccer organization in the fall league.  The number of commissioners shall be determined by the following table:

	NUMBER OF LEAGUE 

PLAYERS PER

ORGANIZATION
	MAXIMUM NUMBER OF

COMMISSIONERS

	8 – 80
	1

	81 – 160 
	2

	161 – 240
	3

	240 +
	4


B.  SELECTION

Commissioners shall be selected by their parent organizations.  Terms of office for each commissioner shall be at the discretion of his/her soccer organization except that a commissioner must serve at least one year starting on December 1.

C.  TERM OF OFFICE

December 1 to November 30.

D.  REMOVAL FROM OFFICE

Removal of a commissioner from office may occur by one of the following methods:


1.  By a 3/4 majority of a secret ballot of all commissioners present and voting.


2.  At the request of the commissioner in question.


3.  At the request of the commissioner-in-question's soccer organization.

E.  REPLACEMENT OF REMOVED COMMISSIONERS

Replacements for removed commissioners must come from their respective soccer organizations.  If the replacement occurs during a season, then the commissioner-elect must be approved by a majority vote of the remaining commissioners.  If replacement occurs after the year that the removal occurred, then no vote is necessary and the new commissioner shall merely take office.

F.  VOTING AT MEETINGS

Commissioners must be present at a meeting to vote at that meeting.  Proxy votes will not be accepted.

G.  MEETING FORMAT

Meetings shall be conducted by the chairman or his/her designate in accordance with Robert's Rules of Order.

ARTICLE VI:  OFFICERS

A.  MEMBERSHIP OF OFFICERS

The Board of Commissioners shall appoint the following officers:

Chairman

Vice Chairman

Secretary

Treasurer

Director(s) of Referees

Director of Membership

Director(s) of Schedules

Director of Fields

Information Officer

B.  DUTIES OF OFFICERS

Chairman - Organize and chair meetings and act as a spokesperson for the league as required.  Be responsible for determining game cancellations due to inclement weather or other reasons in conjunction with the Director(s) of Referees.

Vice Chairman – Perform duties of Chairman with respect to the Under-7 and Under-8 leagues.  Act for Chairman in the Chairman’s absence.

Secretary - Take meeting minutes and receive and send correspondence.

Treasurer - Shall receive all monies and funds due to the leagues, shall deposit all monies, except petty cash, in an FDIC member bank, shall keep careful accounts of all monies received, deposited, and spent, shall sign all checks drawn on the bank account.

Director(s) of Referees – Responsible for the selection, training, organization and scheduling of referees. Be responsible for determining game cancellations due to inclement weather or other reasons in conjunction with the chairman.  The Director(s) of Referees shall be compensated on a per game basis to be determined by the board of directors, to be paid at the conclusion of each season.

Director of Membership - Collect and process all team memberships including player registration/rostering.

Director(s) of Scheduling - Arrange game schedules for all participating teams in the league and disseminate them to the teams' parent organizations.

Director of Fields - Arrange for goals, parking, lining of fields, and coordination with the County Parks Department, LCCC, Schadt Avenue Playground Association and other applicable organizations.

Information Officer – Responsible for the establishment, operation and maintenance of the NVYSL’s website.

C. SELECTION OF OFFICERS

1. Election of Officers

Officers shall be elected in December of each year, for a term of one year.   Re-election is permissible.  Officers may be elected only if they are present at the election meeting or if they have filed written notice in advance with the secretary expressing interest in the positions.  All elections shall be by secret ballot or by voice vote if no objections are raised.  A simple majority of votes by the commissioners present and voting is necessary for election.

2. Appointment of Officers

In the event there is no election held or a volunteer for an office is not available, a lottery selection process will be followed.

The Chairman, Vice Chairman and Director(s) of Referees shall be chosen from the clubs involved in all seasons of play and having more than one commissioner.  All other offices shall be chosen from the clubs involved in all seasons of play.  In the case of a lottery, the Vice Chairman shall be chosen from those clubs involved in Under-7 and/or Under-8 play.

The number of chances in the lottery for an office is the maximum number of commissioners minus the number of offices currently held.  The club chosen is then responsible for supplying the individual to assume the office.

ARTICLE VII:  APPEALS

A.  RIGHT OF APPEAL

Any ruling by an officer or the commissioners may be appealed.

B.  APPEAL PROCEDURE

Appeals must be in writing addressed to the chairman and must be submitted at least one week before the next regular meeting.

C.  DISPOSITION OF APPEAL

1.
All appeals pertaining to league business shall be decided by the board of commissioners by a simple majority vote.  Appeals may be presented by a commissioner, his/her soccer organization, or a representative from that organization.

2.
A decision shall be reached and all parties shall be notified within seven (7) days of the appeal meeting.

ARTICLE VIII:  OBLIGATIONS OF THE LEAGUE

A.  FACILITIES

The league shall provide facilities for the playing and coaching of instructional soccer games between member teams.  Such facilities shall include fields, goals, lines, referees and parking.

B.  REGISTRATION

The league shall register all teams who have paid their fees and meet all other requirements of the league and these by-laws.  Registration may include verification of age of any player at any time during the season.

C.  SCHEDULES

The league shall provide dates, times and places for all league games scheduled between member teams.

D.  CANCELLATIONS

The league chairman, director(s) of referees, or their designates shall notify each member soccer organization of game cancellations due to inclement weather as soon as possible once the determination is made.

E.  REFEREES

The league shall arrange for and train, as required, all referees for league games.

ARTICLE IX:  AGE GROUPS

Team age groups may include under-7 through under-19.  The Board of Commissioners will determine the age groups based on the requirements for a season.  EPYSA age group cutoff dates shall apply.

ARTICLE X:  PLAYING SPECIFICATIONS

A.  LAWS OF THE GAME

Laws of the game as set down by F.I.F.A. will apply except as modified herein.

B. FULL-SIDED FORMAT

Current specs are specified in the NVYSL Rules and Info document.
C.  SHORT-SIDED FORMAT

Current specs are specified in the NVYSL Rules and Info document.
D.  TIME BETWEEN PERIODS

There shall be three minutes between quarters and five minutes between halves.

E.  FORMAT DETERMINATION

The league shall determine the format of play for each age group prior to the start of the season.

ARTICLE XI:  PLAYING TIME GUIDELINES

A.  PHILOSOPHY

No player shall play the entire game unless all players have played at least 3/4 of the game.  All players must play at least one half of the game.  The tables in Sections B and C of this article show the playing time guidelines.
It is recommended that coaches prepare a schedule of playing times prior to game time.  Players should be encouraged to play different positions. U12 coaches and above should monitor the time in a half to ensure that substitutions are made in accordance with the general playing time guidelines.

B.  SHORT-SIDED FORMAT

	
	
	
	U-7 / U-8 
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	2
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	0
	0
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	3
	4
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	8
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ARTICLE XII:  REFEREE GUIDELINES

A.  QUALIFICATIONS

All referees for Under 14 and older games will be FIFA referees.  All referees for Under 7 through Under 10 games will be 14 years old or older and must have completed a league-sponsored referee training session or its equivalent.  It is recommended that all referees for Under 12 games will be 16 years old or older and should have completed a league-sponsored referee training session or its equivalent.  It is desirable that referees for Under 7 through Under 10 games who continue for a second year receive FIFA certification.

B.  REFEREE CONTROL

The referee shall have control of the playing field and all adjacent areas and may be communicated with prior to the start of the game, half-time and at the end of the game by the coach of the team or a team captain only.  ALL decisions of the referees on the field are final.  Any opposing views shall be expressed to league officials only.  Referees will utilize the law of advantage which requires them to acknowledge a foul but decide not to award a penalty if in their opinion it would be detrimental to the non-offending team.

C.  THROW-INS

For the first three games in the U-7 through U-10 age groups, referees shall use their discretion on violation of the throw-in law.  Any illegal throw-in shall be retaken at least once.  After the third game, FIFA rules shall apply.

D.  MEETINGS

Referees should attend ALL referee orientation meetings, mid-season review meetings, and post-season meetings as dictated by the Director(s) of Referees.

ARTICLE XIII:  GAME SCHEDULES

All games shall begin promptly at the scheduled time and shall be played according to the above specifications (see Article VIII).  All games must end regardless of the time remaining before the next game on that field is scheduled to begin.

ARTICLE XIV:  GAME SUBSTITUTIONS

A.  NORMAL SUBSTITUTIONS

Game substitutions shall be made only at the end of a quarter in U-7 through U10 Divisions. U-12 and older division teams may substitute on their throw-ins and on any goal kicks or goals with the permission of the referee.

B.  INJURY SUBSTITUTIONS

An injured player may be substituted immediately in any age group, with the opposing team allowed to replace a like number of players at the same time.  It is recommended that the player substituting for the injured player be one who would have played less than other players.

C.  YELLOW CARD SUBSTITUTIONS

Substitutions when a player receives a yellow card shall be in accordance with EPYSA rules.

ARTICLE XV:  CLUBS’ RESPONSIBILITIES

A.  MEETING ATTENDANCE

1.
Attendance at monthly general meetings is important.  A fine in the amount of $20 per missed meeting will be imposed on any club that does not have a representative in attendance during any season they have teams in play.  These missed meeting fees will be deducted from the respective organization's league fee bond.  Club attendance is satisfied with at least one representative present.
2.
Substitutes are allowed but will not participate in voting per Article V, Section F.

3.
The league reserves the right to suspend any club's playing privileges if poor attendance (as defined above) is persistent.

B. TEAM COUNTS/COACH & FIELD INFORMATION

For each season in which organizations have teams participating, the clubs are required to submit team counts, coach’s names and field information to the Director(s) of Schedules by the established dates as determined by the league.
Any changes made to this information, after the team entry information deadline date, will result in a fine to the offending club per team change.
1. There will be a $10 (per involved team) fine imposed if a club withdraws a team from or adds a team to their listing after the submission of their information has been made but prior to the start of the schedule building process.
2. If the scheduling process has already begun, the fine will be $25 (per involved team).

3. The fine will be $50 (per involved team) after game schedules have been posted.
Any fines levied on a club must be paid to the league no later than the mid-session point of the season in question.  Failure to comply with the requirement to timely pay a league fine could result in the suspension of a club’s playing privileges.  Fines will not be imposed because of required changes made by the league to a clubs team count, or for the in-season high school soccer age brackets.

C.  REGISTRATION PAPERWORK & PAYMENT OF CLUB FEES

For each season, each club is responsible for providing payment of club fees and the filing of the appropriate registration paperwork as determined by the Director of Membership in view of EPYSA requirements.  The Treasurer must receive payment of club fees no later than two weeks after the established registration deadline.  If the club fee payment or registration deadline is missed, the offending club will be fined $1 per player to be registered, respectively.  If a club has not properly filed complete registration paperwork in EPYSA required format by the registration deadline, the club will be considered in non-compliance of the registration paperwork requirement and will be subject to the missed deadline fine. Any fines levied on a club must be paid to the league no later than the mid-session point of the season in question.
D.  CLUB CONTACT

Each club shall designate one commissioner as the club contact.  The club contact will be the primary contact for the club’s coaches and will distribute schedules and other league information.

E.  EXTERNAL FINES OR FEES

Any fines or fees incurred by NVYSL, including those of a legal nature, as a result of one or more clubs’ actions will be passed through to the responsible club(s).
ARTICLE XVI:  COACHES' RESPONSIBILITIES

A.  FIELD CONDUCT

Coaches are responsible for the conduct of both the players and spectators.  Any profane or abusive language, other unsportsmanlike conduct, violations of the laws of the game, or coach's/spectator's presence on the field without referee permission will result in the issuing of a warning to the coach or a required ejection from the game at the discretion of the referee.  If a coach is ejected from the game, the non-offending team will be awarded a penalty kick.

B.  COACHING POSITION DURING GAMES

Coaches shall stay near the midfield line behind the sidelines on their side of the field.  Coaches should not run up and down the sidelines.  Coaches will not be allowed behind the end lines.   Opposing teams should stay on different sides of the field if possible.

C.  INCLEMENT WEATHER

Coaches are urged to use their discretion when playing during inclement weather.  The safety of the participants is paramount.  Teams are not to play if the league has officially canceled games or if lightning is in the area.  The league does not typically reschedule games that have been canceled.  Coaches may reschedule them at their discretion.  All teams should consult the NVYSL’s website prior to the scheduled game to check the status of play.

D.  ROSTER SHEETS

Coaches must exchange roster sheets prior to the start of each game.  Coaches shall play only those players rostered except where coaches mutually agree.  The sheet shall state players' names and corresponding shirt numbers.

E.  PLAYING SHORT

Coaches have the option to have his/her extra players play for the opposing team when that team must play "short".

F.  REFEREE FEES

Coaches are responsible for paying referee fees prior to the start of the game.  Coaches are responsible for all referee fees unless:

1. the referee is not present

2. the league cancels the game

3. the coaches notify the appropriate Director of Referees of a canceled game by   5 PM the Wednesday prior to the game day.

In addition, if only one team shows up for the game, the absentee coach is responsible for the total referee fee rather than his/her half.  These unpaid referee fees will be charged to the respective organization's league fee bond.

ARTICLE XVII:  PARENTS' RESPONSIBILITIES

A.  SCHEDULE

Parents are responsible to have their children, who are playing, at the field prior to the start of the game and to escort them away from the fields when the game is over.

B.  POSITION DURING GAMES

Parents must stay 5 yards back from the sidelines on their side of the field during a game.  No parents will be allowed to run up and down the sidelines or go behind the end line.

C.  FIELD CONDUCT

Parents should maintain the same field conduct as described in Article XVI Coaches' Responsibilities, Part A - Field Conduct.

ARTICLE XVIII:  PLAYERS' RESPONSIBILITIES

A.  UNIFORMS

All players must have numbered jerseys as a top garment with uniform colors for each team.  All goalies must be dressed in a different jersey (not necessarily numbered).  In the event two teams with similar colored jerseys play, pull over vestments of a different color may be used by one team (not necessarily numbered).

B.  SHIN PAD/SOCCER SHOES

All players MUST wear age-appropriate shin pads.  All players are encouraged to wear soccer shoes.

ARTICLE XIX:  VIOLATIONS

A.  PENALTIES

Violations of the league's playing rules as described herein shall result in the following:

First offense - warning up to and including suspension

Second offense - suspension of coach for current season

Third offense - suspension of organization for following season
B.  REVIEW MEETING

Within three days after a violation warranting action has occurred, the league will call a meeting to review the incident and determine a just punishment.  The person accused of the violation shall be invited.  Game reports will be collected and reviewed.

C.  DECISIONS

Decisions shall be determined by a majority vote of those board members present.  Decisions will be documented and mailed to those parties involved.

D.  APPEALS

Decisions by the board may be appealed in accordance with the appeal process described herein.

ARTICLE XX:  ADOPTION OF BY-LAWS

A.  METHOD OF ADOPTING

1.
The date of the meetings for the readings of these by-laws must be known to all commissioners prior to the meeting.

2.
If no commissioner objects, voting shall be conducted by voice vote.  Otherwise, voting shall be by secret ballot.

3.
An affirmative vote of at least two-thirds (2/3) of the qualified commissioners present and voting is required for the adoption of the by-laws.

B.  EFFECTIVE DATE

The by-laws will become effective immediately upon their adoption.

C.  FILING OF BY-LAWS

All commissioners present should sign the official copy of the by-laws.

D.  COPIES

Each commissioner should have a copy of the by-laws, and should get a revised copy each year.

ARTICLE XXI:  AMENDMENTS OF BY-LAWS

A.  METHOD OF ADOPTING

1. All commissioners, prior to the meeting, must know the date of the meeting at which the proposed amendments will be read.

2. All amendments shall be read by the Secretary at two (2) consecutive meetings of the league and must be in writing.  

3. An affirmative vote of at least two-thirds (2/3) of the qualified commissioners present and voting at the meeting is required for the adoption of an amendments. 

4. If no commissioner objects, voting shall be conducted by voice vote.  Otherwise, voting shall be by secret ballot.

B.  EFFECTIVE DATE

Amendments shall become effective and part of these by-laws immediately upon their adoption.

C.  FILING OF AMENDMENTS

1.
The chairman and secretary should sign each amendment as an official copy.

2.
All adopted amendments shall be kept with the official copies of the by-laws.

3.
The by-laws shall be updated as needed to include any new amendments.

ARTICLE XXII:  DISSOLUTION

A. Disbursement of Assets

The league shall use its funds only to accomplish the objectives and purposed specified in these bylaws, and no part of said funds shall be distributed to the members of the organization.
In the event of dissolution, all remaining assets and property of the organization shall after payment of necessary expenses thereof be distributed by the Board of Directors to such organizations as shall qualify under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, or corresponding provisions of any subsequent Federal tax laws, or to the Federal government or State or local government for a public purpose, subject to the approval of a Justice of the Supreme Court of the State of Pennsylvania.  Any assets not so disposed of shall become the property of the Court of Common Pleas of the county in which the current Treasurer resides. Disbursement of assets shall then be conducted under the direction of the Court, with the understanding that recipients shall have a similar purpose to that of the league.
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